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Answer ALL questions 

SECTION A: SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 

1. In his 1963 study of obedience, Milgram recruited 40 men to take part in “a test of 

memory”. 

 

(a) How did Milgram recruit this sample? (1) 

 

 

 

 

(b) What type of sampling technique is this? (1) 

 

 

 

 

(c) Explain one weakness with this sampling technique for Milgram’s research. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 1 = 5 marks 

 

2. As part of your course, you have studied a Key Question in the social approach. 

 

Describe your Key Question and explain it using concepts, theories and/or research from the 

social approach. (8) 
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Total for Question 2 = 8 marks 

 

3. As part of your course, you will have studied a contemporary research study from the social 

approach. It will be a study from this list: 

• Burger (2009) Replicating Milgram 

• Reicher & Haslam (2006) Rethinking the psychology of tyranny 

• Cohrs et al. (2012) Individual differences in prejudice 

 

(a) Describe the aims and/or procedure in your contemporary study. (3) 
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(b) Outline one strength of the way the study was carried out in terms of either reliability or 

validity. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 3 = 5 marks 

 

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 18 marks 
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SECTION B: COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY 

 

1. Describe the reconstructive (schema) theory of memory. (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 4 = 4 marks 

 

2. The classic Cognitive study is Baddeley’s research into different types of encoding in long 

term memory (LTM). 

 

(a) Describe how Baddeley measured his participants’ long term memory (LTM). (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) State one result that Baddeley recorded concerning encoding in long term memory 

(LTM). (1) 
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(c) Outline one strength of the procedure in Baddeley’s study. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 4 = 6 marks 

 

3. (a) Complete this diagram illustrating the working memory model. There are four labels 

(with dashed outlines) to fill in; a fifth has been filled in for you. (4) 

 

 

(b) Outline one strength of this model. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 4 = 6 marks 
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4. H.M. was a famous patient who suffered an unusual sort of brain damage that affected his 

memory. However, he still possessed some memories from before his brain damage and he 

could carry out some memory functions, but not others. 

Even though H.M. immediately forgot what he was told, his doctors had to remind him 

about his condition. Write a statement that a doctor could read out to H.M. to explain his 

condition to him. (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 6 = 4 marks 

 

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 18 marks 



13 

 

SECTION C: BIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

5. During your Biological Psychology course, you carried out a correlation. 

 

(a) What were the variables you correlated? (2) 

 

 

 

 

(b) Which statistical test did you use? (1) 

 

 

(c) If you were to carry out the correlation again, explain one way it could it be improved. 

(2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 7 = 5 marks 

 

6. This is a diagram of a synapse. Label the diagram using the terms below. (3) 

• Synaptic gap 

• Neurotransmitters 

• Receptors 

 

Total for Question 8 = 3 marks 
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7. Billy has been arrested for a violent crime and he has a history of aggressive behaviour. His 

lawyer thinks a brain scan might reveal whether there is a biological cause for Billy’s 

aggression. 

 

(a) Identify a brain imaging technique that Billy could use. (1) 

 

 

 

(b) What features might show up on a brain scan that could explain Billy’s aggression? (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) Explain one problem with using evidence from a brain scan to explain Billy’s aggression? 

(2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 9 = 5 marks 

8. Kloe is looking at a correlation between the aggression of siblings (brothers & sisters). Her 

hypothesis is that there will be a positive correlation between the aggression scores of 

siblings. She gets brothers and sisters to rate their own aggression on a scale of 1-10. Here 

are her results: 

 

Sibling 1 Sibling 1’s 

aggression 

Sibling 

1’s rank 

Sibling 2 Sibling 2’s 

aggression 

Sibling 

2’s rank 

d d
2
 

Jack 6 4 David 7 3   

Ethan 9 1 Molly 6 4   

Stephen 7 3 Colin 8 2   

Pieter 4 6 Dorotka 5 5   

Liam 8 2 Conall 9 1   

Alfie 5 5 Cheryl 3 7   

Fatima 2 7 Usman 4 6   

∑d
2 =         
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(a) Fill in the columns “d” and “d2” then work out the value of ∑d
2
. (3) 

 

(b) Kloe’s observed value is calculated to be 0.679. Using the correct table of critical values 

from the front of this exam booklet, state the significance of Kloe’s results in relation to 

her hypothesis. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 10 = 5 marks 

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 18 marks 
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SECTION D: LEARNING THEORIES 

9. The classic study in Learning Theory is Watson & Rayner’s “Baby Albert” study into phobias. 

 

(a) Describe one example of how Baby Albert showed fear in the study. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) Explain one way that Watson & Rayner conditioned Albert to show fear of something 

other than the white rat. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) Explain how the results of this study can be applied to helping sufferers of phobias. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 10 = 8 marks 
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10. Zack carries out an observation on pupils in the school playground. He observes each pupil 

for 10 seconds and records their gender and whether they are playing aggressively (chasing, 

fighting, competing) or non-aggressively (talking, playing alone). Here are Zack’s results: 

 

 Aggressive play Non-aggressive play 

Males 12 6 

Females 10 6 

 

(a) State one result you could gather from this table of data. (1) 

 

 

 

(b) Which statistical test should Zack use to check if the differences between the two 

conditions are statistically significant? (1) 

 

 

(c) Explain why this statistical test would be the most appropriate one to use. (2) 

 

 

 

 

(d) Explain one problem with either the reliability or the validity of Zack’s procedure. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(e) Explain one way Zack could solve this problem. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 11 = 8 marks 

TOTAL FOR SECTION D = 16 marks 
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SECTION E: ISSUES & DEBATES 

 

11. Evaluate the studies by Raine (1994) and Watson & Rayner (1920) in terms of reductionism. 

(8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 11 = 8 marks 

 

12. Evaluate the scientific status of the cognitive approach and the biological approach. (12) 
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Total for Question 14 = 12 marks 

TOTAL FOR SECTION E = 20 marks 

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 90 marks 
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Use this page for additional responses to questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


